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have prompted them to take tithes—respect for a traditional
rule. When they searched and sifted the Scriptures, fancy-
ing, as Christ said, that in them they had eternal life, did
they do so because they felt deeply the wisdom of the old
prophets and legislators ? The people, no doubt, thought
that these diligent students were possessed with the spirit
of what they read, but the truth was that they only pored
over the ancient scrolls because they understood that it
was proper to read them. Therefore the more they read
the less they understood, and they paid the same rever-
ence to the languid futilities of some purblind commen-
tator as to the inspirations of Isaiah. When they lauded
the ancient prophets and built their sepulchres, was it
because they were congenial spirits, formed in their
school and bent upon following iu then* steps ? The
people thought so, but Christ pronounced with memorable
point and truth—what is true of many other worshippers
of antiquity besides the Pharisees—that they were tlie
legitimate representatives of those who hilled the prophets,
and that they betrayed this by the very worship which
they paid to their memory.
Let us linger on this for a moment. It is trite, that
an original man is persecuted in his lifetime and idolized
after his death, but it is a less familiar truth that the
posthumous idolaters are the legitimate successors and
representatives of the contemporary persecutors. The
glory of the original man is this, that he does not take
his virtues and his views of things at second hand, but
draws wisdom fresh from nature and from the inspiration
within him. To the majority in every age, that is, to the
superficial and the feeble, such originality is alarming,
perplexing, fatiguing. They unite to crush the innovator.

